
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception Newsletter 

Summer 1 

TOPIC: FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD 
 

Welcome back to the final term of the school year. Our new topic for this half term is ‘Food 
Glorious Food’ where we will begin by exploring our new focus text Biscuit Bear, written by 
Mini Grey. In Literacy, children will be developing their writing further by writing at greater 
length. We will now explore story structure and introduce that a story will always have a 
beginning, a middle and an end.  

Children are getting really good at chunking, where we break longer words into smaller chunks 
to support reading. We now want to see children using this strategy to support the spelling of 
more interesting vocabulary in their writing. We want to make sure that children remember to 
use a capital letter at the beginning of their sentences, finger spaces to separate words within 
their sentence and a full stop at the end. 

To develop our reading skills we will continue to do phonics every day. We are now moving 
onto the final phase of Reception, phase 4. In this phase of phonics we begin to read words 
with four sounds, such as w-e-n-t and d-r-i-nk. We will explore words that end in s as they can 
often be tricky to read (forgetting to add the s) like in the word taps.  

We will introduce a weekly spelling test this term too. This will consist of some tricky words and 
some words that children will have learnt to read in their phonics sessions that week. New 
spellings will be given out each Friday and the test for these words will take place the following 
Friday. Please practise these spellings with your children at home in preparation for their 
spelling test. 

In Maths, we will be focusing on numbers beyond 10. Children should now know the number 
10 inside out! This means knowing what each number to 10 looks like when shown as a 
drawing, numicon, number blocks, on a 10s frame and the numeral. The Early Learning Goal 
also expects that children know the number bonds to 10; 0+10, 9+1, 8+2, 7+3, 6+4, 5+5, 4+6, 
3+7, 2+8, 9+1, 10+0. 

This half term we will secure our addition knowledge and move forward by learning to take 
away! We will be introducing teen numbers – what the numeral looks like and what it looks like 
using numicon, number blocks and 10s frames … 

 



 

Through weekly Personal, Social and Emotional (PSED) sessions the children will explore 
‘Relationships’ which includes circle times discussing our families, our friends and also looking 
into what ‘bulling’ means in comparison to ‘falling out’.  

As part of our RE we will be learning about the Muslim celebration of Eid. We will share a story 
called ‘Bilal and the Beautiful Butterfly’ which will introduce this special event to the children. 

Within our PE lessons, we will be focusing on Sports Day preparations this term. We will take 
part in different competitive races and learn about being a good sportsperson. Our PE days will 
continue to be on a Thursday however this will no longer be every week. Instead we will do PE 
alternate Thursdays. The Thursdays that we have PE this half term are: 

Thursday 28th April  
Thursday 12th May 
Thursday 26th May 

Please make sure your child comes to school in their P.E. kit on that day.  Long hair should be 
tied and back and please remove any earrings before the day. 

You will have been notified about the Parent Workshops that we are running this half term – 
we would love it if you could come along to these to take part in activities alongside your 
children. 

The children in Reception have really developed a love of making things from junk this year. We 
are will always appreciate boxes and containers for this so please could you continue to save 
your recycling items such as cereal boxes, kitchen roll tubes, bubble wrap materials and empty 
bottles for our junk modelling station in the Creative Area.  

Thank you to everyone who completes homework. The homework set will be on Tapestry each 
week.  It will support what we are learning at school and so we would appreciate it if you could 
complete the work set if possible. Reading is a part of homework too. Children bring home a 
new reading book each week which matches their reading ability. Please share this book with 
your child as much as possible. Reading the same book with children more than once has 
proven to enhance children’s reading skills, rather than reading a new book each time.  

Please remember if your child does something at home to make you proud, please put it on an 
observation on Tapestry for us to see. We love to see what the children get up to when they are 
not at school, and we like to share this as a class for all children to see. It also helps us to build 
a bigger picture of what your children enjoy and can do for when we are assessing for ELG. 
 

If you have any questions or worries please do not hesitate to see one of us. Just a reminder 
that our priority in a morning is to get the children in safely and start their day so we cannot 
discuss things in a morning before school, but we can always arrange a time to see you at 
another time. 

Thank you for your continued support. We are really excited for this Summer Term. 

Mrs Day, Mrs Brookes and Miss Tibbetts  

 


